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(lcmtc of infectious fever, occurring in the Rotunda Hospital in August Inst, and 
which, in the author’s opinion, depended for its origin and infectious character 
upon an imported case of typhoid fever in a puerperal patient. The outbreak 
was completely stamped out by closing and thoroughly disinfecting tho hospital 
for a fortnight. Tho sovero symptoms and rapidly fatal course of this epidemio 
form of metria, differed essentially from the more insidious und less powerful 
progress of puerperal scpticannin, on the chnracteristica of which ho dwelt at 
length, emphasizing tho good prognostic import of a furred, ns opposed to a 
glazed and cracked tongue, during its progress. Diarrhoea, ho thought, was in 
such cases by no means to be considered an unmixed evil. In discussing tho 
treatment of the different forms of metria, he observed that, while nil but useless 
in the epidemic form, it was often of great service in the septicemic cases. . 

Ho formulated the following conclusions as founded on his experience: 1, A 
disease of a highly infectious nature, differing essentially in its symptoms and 
courso from that the result of septic poisoning, and capablo of being propagated 
in tho same manner as other zymotic diseases, occurs from time to timo among 
puerperal women, 2. This disease originated from the introduction into the 
system of ft pucrpcrnl woman of the infection of some well-known zymotic disease, 
such as erysipelas, scarlatina, typhus, und probably typhoid fever, the action of 
the infection being modified by the peculiar state of tho system and of the blood 
which exists in puerperal women, and that it, therefore, develops in them an 
apparently totally different disease. 8. The disease thu3 originating can bo 
stamped out with as great case, and by the same means as are known to be effi¬ 
cacious in tho case of ordinary zymotic diseases. He was Satisfied, however, that 
the majority of cases of so-called puerperal fever arc the results of septic poison¬ 
ing; such form of the discaso not being capable of spreading through the air— 
Brit. Med. Journal, April 28, 1888. 

Vaseline in Obstetrics. , 

The experiments of Koch, in 1881, showed not only that vasolino had no anti¬ 
septic property, but thnt carbolic acid, when mixed with it or oil, lost tho anti¬ 
septic power which it had. But if the mixturo is made in the presence of water or 
of tissues containing water in abundance, about one-fourth of the carbolic acid is 
freed from tho mixture and partly recovers its antiseptic properties. When cur- 
bolizcd oil or vaseline is carried by the exploring-finger into tho vagina, a burning 
sensation is produced, much more intense with vnselino than with oil; this seems 
to prove that vaseline more readily gives up the carbolic acid than oil. In a 
gynecological or obstetrical examination carbolizcd vaseline or oil coming in con¬ 
tact, both with tho finger of the examiner and with tho tissues and secretory pro- 
ducts of the vagina, exercises a certain degree of antisepsis, which, though slight, 
is sufficient if the lmnd of the examiner has been previously well washed with an 
antiseptic tluid. Carbolizcd vaseline then can only bo replaced in obstetrical prac¬ 
tice by some agent which may bo preferable to it antiscptically, and at present 
there are no well-grounded reasons for abandoning it. Folding claims many ad¬ 
vantages for paraffin containing 4 parts to 100 of carbolic acid. It is ordinarily 
supposed that carbolic acid evaporates moro readily from a solution than water, 
but SchUcking has shown that this is nn error. In any solution containing both 
water and carbolic acid tho water evaporates Boonest.— Centralbl. ftlr Oynecolo - 
gie, March 10, 1883. 

Vaccination during Pregnancy ; its Effect in the Fcelus. 

A recent number of tho Zeitschrift /Hr GeburtschUlfe und Gyndkologie con- 
tains a laborious articlo by Dr. Caul Blum, of Berlin, on the above subject. 
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The question whether the blood-changes wrought by vaccinia germs nflcct the 
1 tutus in utero as well ns tho mother has been u good deal discussed on merely 
theoretical grounds, liollingcr formulated the doctrine that tho placenta formed 
a kind of physiological filter by which corpuscular matters in the maternal blood 
were held back, and prevented from contaminating tho foetus. But since then 
Spitz and Albrecht have detected the spirillum of relapsing fever in tho blood 
of the new-born infant—an observation which appears to refute the dogma of 
Bollinger. He hus, consequently, sinco retracted this proposition; and, believing 
it possible for blood-poisons, whether corpuscular or not, to pass from the mother 
to the foetus, he has stated that when a pregnant woman is successfully vaccinated 
the foetus participates in the infection, and, it of course follows, in tho protection 
conferred thereby. The snmo view’ has been taught by Curscliimmn, These 
conclusions arc supported by certain published cases in vdiich the vaccination of 
children, whose mothers had been vaccinated during pregnancy, was clVeeted 
without result. Isoluted cases, however, prove nothing, for the failures may have 
been due, for instance, to bad lymph, or to unskilful pcrfonnunco of the opera¬ 
tion. The most numerous observations aru those of Burcklmrdt, who vaccinated 
twenty-eight pregnant women; but, of their children, in only eight was the 
inoculation successful. This scries, however, was not tested, as it should lmvo 
been, by the vaccination, with precisely the same kind of lymph and in the same 
manner, of children whose mothera hud not been vaccinated during pregnancy. 
Opposed to those are observations of Oast, who vaccinated 13 mothers during 
pregnancy, and subsequently every one of their children, with success. This 
divergence in the results of experience led Dr. Belnn to investigate tho matter. 
He vaccinated 47 pregnant women, but was only able to get at tho children of 
33. Of these 33 mothers, 22 were vaccinated in the tenth lunar month of preg¬ 
nancy, 10 in the ninth, and 1 in the eighth. In 4 the vaccination was ineffectual, in 
3 of them the non-success being proved to be due to the lymph employed. In the 
remaining 29 pregnant women successfully vaccinated, in 7 the vesicles were not 
good, but iu 22 the inoculation produced perfect and typical vaccine vesicles. 
Of the 33 children, 25 were vaccinated successfully, 8 unsuccessfully. Of these 
failures, 0 were (by test vaccinations on other children) shown to be duo to bad 
lymph. In 1 of the other two tho lymph used, ultliough it produced vesicles in 
other children, did not produce good ones. In the remaining case, the lymph 
employed was good nnd potent. But this ease, Dr. Behm remarks, ought to bo 
tested by repeated inoculations before concluding that tho non-success was duo 
to protection acquired in utero from the vaccination of tho mother. The children 
of the 4 mothers in whom vaccination'had failed were vaccinated with perfect 
success. Of the remaining 21, in 15 perfect vesicles were the result; in G the 
Vesicles were slightly modified, being few in number or small, but nil ran a 
typical course. Dr. Belnn therefore concludes that vaccination of the mother 
during pregnancy has little, if any, influence on the foetus; but it is possible that 
it mny sometimes protect the fmtus. Ho concludes with an argument for tlm 
revaccination of pregnant women, and tho vaccination of infunts us early as 
possible.— Med. Times and Gazette, March 10, 1883. 


A Care tn which Cysts in connection with both Kidneys were opened and drained, 
and a Tumour of the Jiiyht Ovary removed , the patient remaining in good 
health. 

Mr. Knowblky Tiioknton, Ht a meeting of tho Mcdieo-Chirurgical Society 
(British Med. Journal , May 2G, 1883), reported tho following very curious and 
interesting case:— 



